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ESPECIALLY  HAZARDOUS 
CONDITIONS 

Notice  of  Proposed  Rule  Making 

The  Coast  Guard  is  considering  issuing 
regulations  establishing  the  criteria  un¬ 
der  which  a  Coast  Guard  Boarding  Offi¬ 
cer,  when  he  observes  a  boat  being  used 
in  an  unsafe  condition  and  in  his  judg¬ 
ment  such  use  creates  an  e^iecially 
hazardous  condition,  may  direct  the  boat 
operator  to  take  whatever  immediate 
steps  are  necessary  for  the  safety  of  those 
aboard,  including  retiu*ning  to  a  mooring 
as  authorized  in  section  13  of  the  Federal 
Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971.  Any  interested 
person  may  submit  written  data,  views, 
comments,  suggestions,  and  arguments  to 
the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  (CMC/82),  Room 
8234,  400  Seventh  Street  SW.,  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC  20590.  All  communications  re¬ 
ceived  within  45  days  after  the  date  of 
publication  of  this  notice  in  the  Federal 
Register  will  be  considered  before  action 
is  taken  on  the  proposed  regulations. 
Eaoh  person  submitting  comments  should 
include  his  name  and  address,  identify 
this  notice  [CGD  72-71],  and  give  rea¬ 
sons  and  supporting  data  for  his  recom¬ 
mendations.  All  comments  will  be  avail¬ 
able  for  examination  in  Room  8234. 

On  May  17,  1972,  at  9:30  a.m.  a  public 
hearing  to  receive  the  views  of  interested 
persons  on  the  proposed  regulations  will 
be  held  in  Room  8332,  400  Seventh  Street 
SW.,  Washington,  DC.  Each  person  who 
wishes  to  make  an  oral  statement  is  re¬ 
quested  to  notify  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard 
(CMC/82).  Room  8234,  400  Seventh 
Street  SW.,  Washington,  DC  20590,  be¬ 
fore  May  15,  1972,  and  indicate  the 
amoimt  of  time  required  for  initial  state¬ 
ment.  The  hearing  will  be  an  informal 
hearing  conducted  by  a  designated  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard.  It 
will  not  be  a  judicial  or  evidentiary  type 
hearing,  so  there  will  be  no  cross-exami¬ 
nation  of  persons  presenting  statements. 
After  all  initial  statements  have  been 
completed,  those  persons  who  wish  to 
make  rebuttal  statements  will  be  given 
an  opportimity  to  do  so  in  the  same  order 
in  which  they  made  their  initial 
statements. 

Section  13  of  the  Federal  Boat  Safety 
Act  of  1971  defines  an  unsafe  condition 
as  a  boat  being  used  without  sufficient 
lifesaving  devices  or  firefighting  devices, 
or  being  used  in  an  overloaded  or  other 
unsafe  condition  as  defined  in  regula¬ 
tions.  The  effect  of  these  proposed  rules 
would  be  to  define  the  other  unsafe 
conditions. 

Coast  Guard  Boating  Statistics,  pub¬ 
lished  in  Coast  Guard  Publication  CG- 
357,  summarizes  the  major  causes  of 
boating  accidents,  property  damage,  in¬ 
juries,  and  deaths.  The  Coast  Guard  con¬ 
siders  the  majority  of  these  casualties 


preventable  and  proposes  that  casualty 
causes  that  can  be  shown  to  be  signifi¬ 
cant  contributors  to  deaths,  injiuries,  or 
property  damage,  be  listed  in  §  173.07  as 
unsafe  conditions. 

It  is  recognized  that  under  certain  cir¬ 
cumstances  some  of  these  unsafe  condi¬ 
tions  may  not  be  especially  hazardous. 
For  this  reason,  the  judgment  of  the 
Boarding  Officer  that  continued  use  of 
the  boat  creates  an  especially  hazardovis 
condition  is  a  precondition  for  requiring 
that  corrective  steps  be  taken. 

Section  173.07(a)  makes  improper  dis¬ 
play  of  navigation  lights  between  sunset 
and  sunrise  an  imsafe  condition.  The  re¬ 
quirement  that  boats  shall  be  equipped 
with  navigation  lights  is  presently  con¬ 
tained  in  46  CFR  25.05. 

Section  173.07  (b),  (c),  (d),  and  (e) 
deals  with  the  prevention  of  boat  fires 
and  explosions.  Section  173.07  (b)  and 

(c)  concerns  the  leakage  of  fuel,  which 
is  one  of  the  basic  elements  of  a  fire  or 
explosion.  Section  173.07  (d)  and  (e) 
refers  to  existing  requirements  from  46 
CFR  25.40  and  46  CFR  25.35  respectively. 

Section  173.05  requires  operators  to 
comply  with  the  instructicms  of  the 
Boarding  Officer  to  correct  or  end  the 
hazardous  condition.  Section  173.09  pro¬ 
vides  that  operators  who  fail  to  comply 
with  the  Boarding  Officer’s  directions 
are  subject  to  the  provisions  and  penal¬ 
ties  of  section  34  and  35(b)  of  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971.  The  Board¬ 
ing  Officer’s  authority  to  arrest  is  con¬ 
tained  in  Title  14  of  the  United  States 
Code,  section  89. 

The  Boating  Safety  Advisory  Council 
has  been  consulted  and  its  opinions  and 
advice  have  been  considered  in  the  for¬ 
mulation  of  these  proposed  regulations. 
’The  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Boating  Safety  Advisory 
Council  at  which  these  regulations  were 
discussed  is  available  for  examination  in 
Room  6240,  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Headquar¬ 
ters,  Department  of  Transportation 
Heaidquailers  Building,  400  *  Seventh 
Street  SW.,  Washington,  DC  20590.  The 
minutes  of  the  meeting  are  available 
from  the  Executive  Director,  Boating 
Safety  Advisory  Coimcil  at  this  address. 

’These  regulations  are  proposed  imder 
the  authority  of  the  Federal  Boat  Safety 
Act  of  1971  (85  Stat.  213) .  The  authority 
and  responsibilities  vested  in  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Departmoit  of  Transporta¬ 
tion  by  this  Act  were  delegated  to  the 
Commandant  of  the  Coast  Guard  on  Oc¬ 
tober  5,  1971  (36  F.R.  19593). 

In  consideration  of  the  foregoing,  the 
Coast  Guard  proposes  to  amend  Chapter 
I  of  ’Title  33  of  the  Code  of  Federal  Regu¬ 
lations  by  adding  a  new  Part  173  to 
read  as  follows: 

PART  173 — CORRECTION  OF  ESPE¬ 
CIALLY  HAZARDOUS  CONDITIONS 

Sec. 

173.01  Purpose  and  iq>pllcability. 

173.03  Definitions. 

173.06  Action  to  correct  an  especially  hm:- 
ardous  condition. 

173.07  Other  unsafe  conditions. 

173.09  Penalties. 

AtJTHORmr:  The  provisions  of  this  Part  173 
issued  under  the  Act  of  August  10,  1071, 
Public  Law  02-76,  section  13,  86  Btat.  213, 
49  CFR  1.46(0)  (1)  (36  F.R.  19693). 


§  173.01  Purpose  and  applicability. 

'This  part  prescribes  rules  to  implement 
section  13  of  the  Federal  Boat  Safety  Act 
of  1971  which  governs  the  correction  of 
especially  hazardous  conditions  on  boats 
using  waters  subject  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States  and  on  the  high 
seas  beyond  the  territorial  seas  for  boats 
owned  in  the  United  States,  except  oper¬ 
ators  of — 

(a)  Foreign  boats  temporarily  using 
waters  subject  to  U.S.  jurisdiction; 

(b)  Military  or  public  boqts  of  the 
United  States,  except  recreational-type 
public  boats; 

(c)  A  boat  whose  owner  is  a  State  or 
subdivision  thereof,  which  is  used  prin¬ 
cipally  for  governmental  purposes  and 
which  is  clearly  identifiable  as  such; 

(d)  Ship’s  lifeboats. 

§  173.03  Definitions. 

As  used  in  this  part: 

(a)  “Act”  means  the  Federal  Boat 
Safety  Act  of  1971  (85  Stat,  213). 

(b)  “Boat”  means  any  vessel — 

(1)  Manufactured  or  used  primarily 
for  noncommercial  use;  or 

(2)  Leased,  rented,  or  chartered  to  an¬ 
other  for  the  latter’s  noncommercial  use; 
or 

(3)  Engaged  in  the  carrying  of  six  or 
fewer  passengers. 

(c)  “CToast  Guard  Boarding  Officer” 
means  a  commissioned,  warrant,  or  petty 
officer  of  the  Coast  Guard  having  au¬ 
thority  to  board  any  vessel  under  the 
Act  of  4  August  1949,  63  Stat.  502,  as 
amended  (14  U.S.C.  89). 

(d)  “Operator”  means  the  person  who 
is  in  control  or  in  charge  of  a  boat  while 
it  is  in  use. 

(e)  “Use”  means  operate,  navigate,  or 
employ. 

(f)  “Vessel”  includes  every  description 
of  watercraft,  other  than  a  seaplane  on 
the  water,  us^  or  capable  fo  being  used 
as  a  means  of  transportation  on  the 
water. 

§  173.05  Artion  lo  correct  an  especially 
hazardous  condition. 

An  operator  of  a  boat  who  is  directed 
by  a  Coast  Guard  Boarding  Officer  to 
take  immediate  and  reasonable  steps 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  those  aboard 
the  vessel,  under  section  13  of  the  Act. 
shall  follow  the  direction  of  the  Board¬ 
ing  Officer,  which  may  include  direc¬ 
tion  to — 

(a)  Correct  the  especially  hazardous 
condition  immediately; 

(b)  Proceed  to  a  mooring,  dock,  or  an¬ 
chorage;  or 

(c)  Suspend  further  use  of  the  boat 
until  the  especially  hazardous  condition 
is  corrected. 

§173.07  Other  unsafe  conditions. 

For  the  purpose  of  section  13  of  the 
Act,  “other  unsafe  condition”  means  a 
boat — 

(a)  Does  not  display  the  navigation 
lights  prescribed  by  46  CFR  25.05  be¬ 
tween  sunset  and  simrise; 

(b)  Has  fuel  leakage  from  either  the 
fuel  syston  or  engine; 

(c)  Has  an  accumulation  of  fuel  in  the 
bilges  or  a  compartment  other  than  a 
fuel  tank; 
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(d)  Does  not  meet  the  ventilation  re¬ 
quirements  for  tanks  and  engine  spaces 
prescri^d  by  46  CPR  25.40;  or 

(e)  Does  not  meet  the  requirements 
for  backfire  flame  control  prescribed  by 
46  C?PR  25.35. 

§  173.09  Penalties. 

An  operator  of  a  boat  who  does  not 
follow  the  directions  of  a  Coast  Otiard 
Boarding  OfiBcer  prescribed  in  S  173.05  is, 
in  addition  to  any  other  penalty  pre¬ 
scribed  by  law,  subject  to — 

(a)  The  criminal  penalties  of  section 
34  of  the  Federal  Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971 
which  provides  that  “Any  person  who 
willfully  violates  section  12(c)  of  this  Act 
or  the  regulations  issued  thereunder 
shall  be  fined  not  more  than  $1,000  for 
each  violation  or  imprisoned  not  more 
than  1  year,  or  both,”  and 

(b)  The  civil  penalties  of  subsection 
35(b)  of  the  Federal  Boat  Safety  Act  of 
1971  which  provides  “In  addition  to  any 
other  penalty  prescribed  by  law  any  per¬ 
son  who  violates  any  other  provision  of 
this  Act  or  the  regulations  issued  there- 
tmder  shall  be  liable  to  a  civil  penalty  of 
not  more  than  $500  for  each  violation. 
If  the  violation  involves  the  xise  of  a  ves¬ 
sel,  the  vessel,  except  as  exempted  by 
suteection  4(c)  of  this  Act,  shall  be  liable 
and  may  be  proceeded  against  in  the 
district  court  of  any  district  in  which 
the  vessel  may  be  found.” 

This  proposal  is  made  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Federal  Boat  Safety  Act 
of  1971  (Public  Law  92-75,  85  Stat.  213 
(Aug.  10,  1971));  49  CFR  1.46(o)(l) 
(36  FJi.  19593). 

Dated:  April  12,  1972. 

A.  C.  Wagner, 

Rear  Admiral.  V.S.  Coast  Guard, 
Chief,  Office  of  Boating 
Safety. 

(FR  Doc.72-6829  FUed  4-18-72; 8: 46  am] 


.  [  46  CFR  Parts  170,  171  1 

I  COD  72-64PH] 

VESSEL  NUMBERING  AND  CASUALTY 

a^Nd  accident  reporting 

Notice  of  Proposed  Rule  Making 

The  Coast  Guard  is  considering  issuing 
new  regulations  on  the  numbering  of  ves¬ 
sels  and  reporting  of  vessel  casualties  un¬ 
der  the  Federal  Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971. 
The  proposed  regulations  would  establish 
a  standard  numbering  system  for  vessels 
required  to  be  numbered  under  the  Act 
and  a  uniform  vessel  casualty  and  acci¬ 
dent  reporting  system  for  vessels  required 
to  be  numbered  under  the  Act  and  for 
recreational  vessels. 

Interested  persons  are  invited  to  sub¬ 
mit  written  comments,  suggestions,  or 
objections  regarding  the  proposed  rule 
to  the  Commandant  (CMC),  Headquar¬ 
ters,  U.S.  Coast  Guard,  Washington,  D.C. 
20590.  The  comments  should  refer  to  this 
notice  number  CGD  72-54PH,  and  should 
give  the  reasons  upon  which  any  recom¬ 
mended  changes  are  based,  any  specific 
wording  recommended,  and  tiie  name, 
address,  and  organization  if  any,  of  the 
commentator. 


The  Coast  Guard  will  hold  an  informal 
hearing  on  May  17,  1972,  at  9:30  a.m.  in 
Conference  Room  8332,  Department  of 
Transportation.  Nassif  Building,  400 
Seventh  Street  SW.,  Washington,  DC. 
Interested  persons  are  invited  to  attend 
the  hearing  and  present  oral  or  written 
statements  on  this  proposal. 

All  written  comments  received  on  or 
before  May  31,  1972,  will  be  considered 
before  final  action  is  taken  on  this  pro¬ 
posal.  The  proposed  rule  may  be  changed 
in  the  light  of  comments  received. 

Copies  of  all  written  comments  re¬ 
ceived  will  be  available  for  examination 
in  Room  8234,  Department  of  Transpor¬ 
tation,  Nassif  Building,  400  Seventh 
Street  SW.,  Washington,  DC,  both  before 
and  after  the  closing  date  for  the  receipt 
of  written  comments. 

On  December  6,  1971,  the  Boating 
Safety  Advisory  Council,  established  im- 
der  the  authority  of  section  33  of  the 
Federal  Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971,  was 
consulted  concerning  the  reasonableness 
and  appropriateness  of  the  proposed  rule. 

The  proposed  rule  was  provided  to  each 
State  for  review  and  comment.  The 
Coast  Guard  considered  the  comments 
received  in  preparing  the  proposed  rule 
which  was  brought  before  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Boating  Safety  Ad¬ 
visory  Council  on  February  28,  1972,  and 
the  full  Council  on  March  28,  1972.  The 
Council  advised  that  the  rule  should  be 
published  in  the  Federal  Register  as  a 
notice  of  proposed  rule  making. 

The  need  for  the  proposed  rule  is  to 
establish  a  standard  numbering  system 
as  prescribed  by  subsection  18(a)  of  the 
Federal  Boat  Safety  Act.  The  proposed 
rules  would  replace  rules  in  Subchapter 
S  of  Title  46  of  the  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations. 

The  proposed  standard  numbering  sys¬ 
tem  is  based  on  present  numbering  regu¬ 
lations,  which  have  been  rewritten  to 
bring  them  into  conformity  with  the 
Federal  Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971.  The  Act 
expands  jurisdiction  to  cover  (1)  waters 
subject  to  Federal  jurisdiction;  and  (2) 
the  “State”  of  American  Samoa.  'Hie  Act 
expands  the  applicability  to  require  the 
numbering  of  any  imdocumented  vessel 
equipped  with  propulsion  machinery. 

The  effect  of  this  proposed  amendment 
would  be  to  require  numbers  on  all  im¬ 
documented  vessels  equipped  with  pro¬ 
pulsion  machinery  of  any  type,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  canoes  or  sailboats  with  engines 
of  less  than  10  horsepower. 

The  proposed  numbering  rules  would 
apply  to  undociunented  vessels  that  are 
“equipped  with  propulsion  machinery,” 
This  is  a  change  from  the  Federal  Boat 
Act  of  1958.  The  language  “equipped  with 
propulsimi  machinery  of  any  type”  re¬ 
placed  previous  language  “propelled  by 
machinery.”  This  change  in  the  law  was 
made  to  obviate  any  questions  concern¬ 
ing  whether  a  boat  not  being  operated  at 
the  moment  by  machinery  comes  within 
the  numbering  requirements  of  the  Act. 

Certain  classes  of  vessels  are  exempted 
from  the  numbering  requirements  under 
the  authority  prescribed  in  subsection 
19(a)  of  the  Act. 

Racing  vessels  are  exempted  from  the 
requirement  for  numbering  as  they  are 


under  present  numbering  rules.  These 
vessels  are  usually  identifled  by  the  rac¬ 
ing  associations.  The  special  construc¬ 
tion  or  configuration  and  'United  use  of 
such  vessels  to  organized  and  supervised 
racing  events  also  justifies  continuing 
the  exemption  A  racing  vessels. 

Vessels  used  as  yacht  tenders  are  ex¬ 
empted  from  rules  requiring  application 
for  a  number,  payment  of  a  fee,  and  car¬ 
riage  of  a  certificate  of  number  in  those 
States  where  the  Coast  Guard  is  the 
numbering  authority,  if  they  display  an 
identification  number  and  meet  certain 
other  requirements. 

Under  this  proposal.  States  with  ap¬ 
proved  numbering  systems  and  the  Coast 
Guard  in  States  without  approved  num¬ 
bering  systems  would  issue  vessel  num¬ 
bers  conforming  to  a  prescribed  format 
of  alphabetic  and  numeric  characters. 
The  requirements  for  obtaining  a  certifi¬ 
cate  of  number  and  for  the  information 
contained  on  an  application  and  the  cer¬ 
tificate  of  number  would  be  uniform.  The 
information  ccmtained  on  an  applica¬ 
tion  for  a  number  would  be  expanded  to 
include  the  manufacturer’s  huU  identi¬ 
fication  niunber,  if  assigned,  and  the  type 
of  vessel.  The  information  would  be  in¬ 
cluded  on  a  certificate  of  number. 

Section  170.75  would  change  present 
§  171.15-11  (a)  to  provide  a  uniform  pe¬ 
riod  of  validity  of  not  more  than  60  days 
for  any  temporary  certificate  that  is 
issued  under  a  standard  numbering 
system. 

Section  170.29  would  change  require¬ 
ments  in  present  SS  171.15-20  and  171.15- 
21  by  adding  a  requirement  for  notice 
by  an  owner  to  the  issuing  authority 
when  a  vessel  is  stolen  or  recovered. 

Present  Part  173,  under  the  authority 
of  the  Federal  Boat  Act  of  1958,  pre¬ 
scribes  reports  and  statistical  informa¬ 
tion  required  on  boating  accidents. 
The  Federal  Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971  re¬ 
quires  a  uniform  vessel  casualty  report¬ 
ing  system.  The  Federal  Boat  Safety  Act 
of  1971  affects  the  casualty  and  accident 
reporting  regulations  as  follows: 

(a)  The  applicability  Is  expanded  to 
include  recreational-type  public  vessels 
of  the  United  States. 

(b)  Jurisdiction  is  expanded  by  the 
Act.  In  addition  to  jurisdiction  on  navi¬ 
gable  waters  of  the  United  States,  juris¬ 
diction  is  expanded  to  cover  all  waters 
subject  to  Federal  jurisdiction.  This  in¬ 
cludes  waters  on  land  over  which  the 
United  States  has  enforcement  jurlsdic- 
tidh  due  to  ownership  or  other  pro¬ 
prietary  Interest,  placing  the  waters 
under  Federal  jurisdiction. 

The  Federal  Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971 
provides  that  the  Secretary  may  Issue 
regulations  and  standards  for  boats  and 
associated  equipment  when  determined 
to  be  necessary  and  contribute  to  boating 
safety.  Statistics  are  required  to  estab¬ 
lish  the  need  for  regulations  and  stand¬ 
ards.  The  casualty  reporting  ss^tem  pre¬ 
scribed  in  the  proposed  regulations  is 
intended  to  be  a  source  of  information 
from  which  a  determination  may  be 
made  that  a  new  standard  or  regulation 
is  necessary. 

Most  of  the  information  prescribed  in 
the  proposed  regulations  is  presently  re¬ 
quired  and  was  incorporated  in  the  Coast 
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Guard  Boating  Accident  Report  Form 
(CG-3865).  Specifying  this  information 
in  the  regulations  will  achieve  uniform¬ 
ity  in  State  vessel  casualty  r^x>rt  forms 
and  will  provide  authority  to  require  re¬ 
ports  to  be  filled  in. 

Vessel  accidents  or  casualties  that 
would  be  required  to  be  reported  by  pro¬ 
posed  S  170.55  are  presently  required  to 
be  reported  by  existing  regulation  46 
CPR  173.01-5,  except  reportable  injuries 
which  would  be  broadened  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  States  that  desire  that  lesser 
injuries  be  reported. 

Prqposed  §  170.55  would  require  a  re¬ 
port  when  a  person  loses  consciousness 
or  receives  medical  attention  or  is  dis¬ 
abled  for  more  than  24  hours.  Existing 
regulations  require  reports  when  a  per¬ 
son  is  incapacitated  for  a  period  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  72  hours. 

A  vessel  subject  to  the  reporting  re¬ 
quirement  in  proposed  i  170.55  is  im- 
changed  from  existing  regulation  46 
CPR  173.01-5(c)  which  states  in  part — 

A  vessel  subject  to  this  subpart  is  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  involved  in  a  “luting  acci- 
denf*  whenever  the  occurrence  results  in 
damage  by  or  to  the  vessel  or  its  equipment, 
in  injury  or  loss  of  life  to  any  person,  or 
in  the  disfq>pearance  ot  any  perscm  from  on 
board  under  circumstances  which  indicate 
the  possibility  of  death  or  injury. 

Propiosed  S  170.53  would  require  im¬ 
mediate  notification  in  casualties  involv¬ 
ing  death  to  enable  investigations  to  be 
conducted  while  witnesses,  survivors,  and 
vessels  are  at  the  scene. 

Proposed  §  170.57  would  increase  the 
presoit  information  requirements  in 
S  173.01-10  on  the  written  report  so  as 
to  include  a  vessel’s  hull  identification 
number  to  provide  for  spiecific  identifica- 
tifxi  of  vessels  involved  in  casualties. 

Part  171  of  the  proposal  is  new  and 
sets  forth  procedures  not  previously  in 
the  regulations  for  a  State  to  follow  to 
obtain  approval  of  a  numbering  system. 
It  also  prescribes  the  requirements  to  be 
met  by  a  State  in  obtaining  approval  of 
a  numbering  system  and  a  vessel  cas¬ 
ualty  reporting  system.  A  State  having 
an  approved  vessel  casualty  reporting 
system  would  be  required  to  have  a  State 
agency  to  review  vessel  casualty  reports 
for  completeness  and  accuracy,  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  cause  or  causes  of  casualties 
reported,  and  to  provide  written  noti¬ 
fication  when  problem  areas  in  boating 
safety  peculiar  to  a  State  are  deter¬ 
mined.  Subpsul  D  of  Part  171  would  re¬ 
quire  the  State  to  forward  a  copy  of 
each  casualty  or  accident  report  to  the 
Coast  Guard.  This  requirement  although 
not  previously  in  the  regulations  reflects 
current  practice. 

These  regulations  are  proposed  under 
the  authority  of  the  Federal  Boat  Safety 
Act  of  1971  (Public  Law  92-75,  85  Stat. 
213).  The  authority  and  responsibilities 
vested  in  the  Secretary  by  this  Act  were 
delegated  to  the  Commandant  of  the 
Coast  Guard  by  the  Secretary  of  Trans¬ 
portation  on  October  5,  1971  (36  F.R. 
19593) . 

In  consideration  of  the  foregoing,  it  is 
proposed  to  revise  Subchapter  S,  Title  46 
of  the  C<xle  of  Federal  Regulations  to 
read  as  follows: 


PROPOSED  RULE  MAKING 


SUBCHAPTCR  S — VESSEL  NUMBERING  AND 
CASUALTY  AND  ACCIDENT  REPORTING; 
NUMBERING  AND  CASUALTY  REPORTING 
SYSTEMS 

PART  170— VESSEL  NUMBERING  AND 
CASUALTY  AND  ACCIDENT  RE¬ 
PORTING 

Subpart  A — Gentral 

Sec. 

170.1  Purpose. 

170.3  Definitions. 

Subpart  B— Numbering 

170.11  AppllcabUity. 

170.13  Exemptions. 

170.15  Vessel  number  required. 

170.17  Reciprocity. 

170.19  Other  numbers  prohibited. 

170.21  Certificate  of  number  required. 

170.23  Inspection  of  certificate. 

170.25  Location  of  certificate  of  number. 
170.27  Numbers:  Display;  size;  color. 

170.29  Notification  to  issuing  authority. 
170.31  Surrender  of  certificate  of  number. 
170.33  Removal  of  number. 

170.35  Coast  Guard  validation  sticker. 

Subpart  C — Casualty  and  Accident  Reporting 
170.51  AppllcabUity. 

170.53  Immediate  notification  of  death  or 
disappearance. 

170.55  Report  of  casualty  or  accident. 

170.57  Casualty  or  accident  report. 

170.59  Where  to  report. 

Subpart  D — Issue  of  Certificate  of  Number 
170.71  Application  for  certificate  of  num¬ 
ber. 

170.73  Duplicate  certificate  of  number. 

170.75  Temporary  certificate. 

170.77  Validity  of  certificate  of  number. 
170.79  Expiration  of  Coast  Guard  certificate 
of  number. 

170.81  Coast  Guard  forms  for  numbering 
and  casualty  reporting. 

170.83  Availability  of  Coast  Guard  forms. 
170.85  Coast  Guard  fees. 

Appendix  A — ^Issuing  authorities  and  report¬ 
ing  authorities. 

Authoritt:  The  provisions  of  this  Part 
170  issued  under  secs.  18  and  37  of  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971,  Public  Law  92- 
75,  85  Stat.  218,  220,  227  (Aug.  10.  1971  j; 
49  CFR  1.46(0)  (1)  (36  F.R.  19593). 

Subpart  A — General 
§  170.1  Purpose. 

This  part  prescribes  requirements  lor 
numbering  vessels  and  for  reporting 
casualties  and  accidents  to  implement 
sections  17, 18,  and  37  of  the  Federal  Boat 
Safety  Act  of  1971. 

§  170.3  DeAnition^. 

As  used  in  this  part: 

(a)  “Act”  means  the  Federal  Boat 
Safety  Act  of  1971  (Public  Lew  92-75,  85 
Stat.  213). 

(b)  “Issuing  authority”  means  a  State 
that  has  a  numbering  system  approved 
by  the  Coast  Guard  or  the  Coast  Guard 
where  a  numbering  system  has  not  been 
approved.  Issuing  authorities  are  listed 
in  Appendix  A  of  this  part. 

(c)  “Operator”  means  the  person  who 
is  in  control  or  in  charge  of  a  vessel  while 
it  is  in  use. 

(d)  “Owner”  means  a  person  who 
claims  lawful  possession  of  a  vessel  by 
virtue  of  legal  title  or  equitable  interest 
therein  which  entitles  him  to  such  pos¬ 
session. 


(e)  “Person”  means  an  individual, 
firm,  partnership,  corporation,  company, 
associatian,  joint-stock  association,  or 
governmental  ^tity  and  includes  a 
trustee,  recdver,  assignee,  or  similar  rep¬ 
resentative  of  any  of  them. 

(f)  “Reporting  authority”  means  a 
State  that  has  a  nund>ering  system  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Coast  Guard  or  the  Coast 
Guard  where  a  niunbering  system  has  not 
been  approved.  Reporting  authorities  are 
listed  in  Appendix  A  of  this  part. 

(g)  “State”  means  a  State  of  the 
United  States,  the  Commonwealth  of 
Puerto  Rico,  the  Virgin  Islands,  Giiam, 
American  Samoa,  and  the  District  of 
C:\>lumbia. 

(h)  “State  of  principal  use”  means  the 
State  on  whose  waters  a  vessel  is  used  or 
to  be  used  most  during  a  calmdar  year. 

(i)  “Use”  means  operate,  navigate,  or 
employ. 

Subpart  B — Numbering 
§  170.11  Applicability. 

This  subpart  applies  to  each  vessel 
equipped  with  pr(H>ulsion  machinery  of 
any  type  used  on  waters  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  and  on 
the  high  seas  beyond  the  territorial  seas 
for  vessels  own^  in  the  United  States 
except — 

(a)  Foreign  vessels  temporarily  using 
waters  subject  to  UB.  jurisdiction; 

(b)  Military  or  public  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  except  recreational-type 
public  vessels; 

(c)  A  vessel  whose  owner  is  a  State  or 
subdivision  thereof,  which  is  used  prin¬ 
cipally  for  governmental  purposes,  and 
which  is  clearly  Identifiable  as  such; 

(d)  Ships’  lifeboats; 

(e)  A  vessel  which  has  or  is  required  to 
have  a  valid  marine  document  as  a  vessel 
of  the  United  States. 

§  170.13  Exemptions. 

Where  the  Coast  Guard  issues  num¬ 
bers,  the  following  classes  of  vessels  are 
exempt,  imder  section  19(a)  of  the  Act, 
from  the  numbering  provisions  of  the 
Act  and  this  part: 

(a)  A  vessel  that  is  used  exclusively 
for  racing. 

(b)  A  vessel  equipped  with  propulsion 
machinery  of  less  than  10  horsepower 
that — 

(1)  Is  owned  by  the  owner  of  a  vessel 
for  which  a  valid  certificate  of  number 
hsis  been  issued; 

(2)  Displays  the  number  of  that  num¬ 
bered  vessel  followed  by  the  sufllx  “1”  in 
the  manner  prescribed  in  S  170.27;  and 

(3)  Is  used  as  a  tender  for  direct 
transportation  between  that  vessel  and 
the  shore  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

§170.15  Vessel  number  reipiired. 

(a)  Except  as  provided  in  S  L70.17,  no 
person  may  use  a  vessel  to  which  this 
part  applies  unless— 

(1)  It  has  a  number  issued  on  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  number  by  the  issuing  author¬ 
ity  in  the  State  in  which  the  vessel  is 
principally  used;  and 

(2)  The  number  is  displayed  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  S  170.27. 

(b)  This  section  does  not  apply  to  a 
vessel  for  which  a  valid  temporary  cer- 
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tiflcate  has  been  issued  to  its  owner  by 
the  Issidng  authority  in  the  State  in 
which  the  vessel  is  principally  used. 

§  170.17  Reciprocity. 

(a)  Subsection  18(c)  of  the  Act 
states: 

When  a  vessel  is  actusUly  niuxUsered  in  the 
State  of  principal  use,  it  shaU  be  considered 
as  in  compliance  with  the  niunbering  system 
requirements  of  any  State  in  which  it  is 
temporarily  used. 

(b)  Subsection  18(d)  of  the  Act 
states: 

When  a  vessel  is  removed  to  a  new  State 
of  principal  use,  the  issuing  authority  of  that 
State  shall  recognize  the  validity  of  a  ntunber 
awarded  by  any  other  issuing  authority  for  a 
prlod  of  at  least  60  days  before  requiring 
numbering  in  the  new  State. 

§  170.19  Other  numbers  prohibited. 

No  person  may  use  a  vessel  to  which 
this  part  applies  that  has  any  number 
that  is  not  Iraued  by  an  issuing  authority 
for  that  vessel  on  its  forward  half. 

§  170.21  Certificate  of  number  required. 

(a)  Except  as  provided  in  SS  170.13 
and  170.17,  no  person  may  use  a  vessel  to 
which  this  part  applies  unless  it  has  on 
board — 

(1)  A  valid  certificate  of  number  or 
temporary  certificate  for  that  vessel  is¬ 
sued  by  the  issuing  authority  in  the  State 
in  which  the  vessel  is  principally  used;  or 

(2)  For  a  vessel  described  in  para¬ 
graph  (b)  of  this  section,  a  copy  of  the 
lease  or  rental  agreement,  signed  by  the 
owner  or  his  authorized  representative 
and  by  the  person  leasing  or  renting  the 
vessel,  that  contains  at  least — 

(i)  The  vessel  number  that  appears  on 
the  certificate  of  number;  and 

(ii)  The  period  of  time  for  which  the 
vessel  is  leased  or  rented. 

(b)  Section  20(a)  of  the  Act  states  in 
part: 

Tho  certificate  of  number  for  vessels  less 
than  26  feet  In  length  and  leased  or  rented 
to  another  for  the  latter’s  noncommercial 
use  of  less  than  24  hours  may  be  retained 
on  shore  by  the  vessel’s  owner  or  his  rep¬ 
resentative  at  the  place  from  which  the 
vessel  departs  or  returns  to  the  possession  of 
the  owner  or  his  representative. 

§170.23  Inspection  of  certificate. 

Each  person  using  a  vessel  to  which 
this  part  applies  shall  present  the  cer¬ 
tificate  or  lease  or  rent^  agreement  re¬ 
quired  by  S  170.21  to  any  Federal,  State, 
or  local  law  enforcement  officer  for  in¬ 
spection  at  his  request. 

§  170.25  Location  of  certificate  of  num¬ 
ber. 

No  person  may  use  a  vessel  to  which 
this  part  applies  vmless  the  certificate  or 
lease  or  rental  agreement  required  by 
§  170.21  is  carried  on  board  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  can  be  handed  to  a  per¬ 
son  authorized  under  §  170.23  to  inspect 
it. 

§  170.27  Numbers:  Display;  size;  ctdor. 

(a)  Each  niunber  required  by  $  170.15 
must — 

(1)  Be  painted  on  or  permanently  at¬ 
tached  to  each  side  of  the  forward  half 
of  the  vessel  except  as  allowed  by  para- 
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graph  (b)  or  required  by  paragraph  (c) 
of  this  section; 

(2)  Be  in  plain  vertical  block  charac¬ 
ters  of  not  less  than  3  inches  in  height; 

(3)  Contrast  with  the  color  of  the 
beickground  and  be  distinctly  visible  and 
legible; 

(4)  Have  spaces  or  hyphens  that  are 
equal  to  the  width  of  a  letter  other  than 
“I”  or  a  number  other  than  “1”  between 
the  letter  and  number  groupings  (DC 
5678  EF)  (DC-5678-EF) ;  and 

(5)  Read  from  left  to  right. 

(b)  When  a  vessel  is  used  by  a  manu¬ 
facturer  or  by  a  dealer  for  testing  or 
demonstrating,  the  number  may  be 
painted  oh  or  attached  to  removable 
plates  that  are  temporarily  but  firmly 
attached  to  each  side  of  the  forward  half 
of  the  vessel,  or  be  available  to  be  shown 
upon  demand. 

(c)  On  vessels  so  configured  that  a 
number  on  the  hull  or  superstructure 
would  not  be  easily  visible,  the  number 
must  be  painted  on  or  attached  to  a 
backing  plate  that'  is  attached  to  the 
forward  half  of  the  vessel  so  that  the 
number  is  visible  from  each  side  of  the 
vessel. 

(d)  Each  number  displayed  on  a  ten¬ 
der  exempted  tmder  9  170.13  must  meet 
the  requirements  of  paragraph  (a)  of 
this  section  and  have  a  space  or  hyphen 
that  is  equal  to  the  width  of  a  letter 
other  than  “I”  or  a  number  other  than 
“1”  between  the  suffix  and  the  number. 
(Examples:  (DC  5678  EF  1)  (DC-5678- 
EF-D). 

§  170.29  Notification  to  ioKuing  aiithor- 
ity. 

A  person  whose  name  appears  as  the 
owner  of  a  vessel  on  a  certificate  of 
number  shall,  within  15  days,  notify  the 
issuing  authority  in  a  manner  prescribed 
by  the  issuing  authority  of — 

(a)  Any  change  in  his  address; 

(b)  The  theft  or  recovery  of  the 
vessel: 

(c)  The  loss  or  destruction  of  a  valid 
certificate  of  number; 

(d)  The  transfer  of  all  or  part  of  his 
interest  in  the  vessel ;  and 

(e)  The  destruction  or  abandonment 
of  the  vessel. 

§  170.31  Surrender  of  eertificale  of 
number. 

A  person  whose  name  appears  as  the 
owner  of  a  vessel  on  a  certificate  of  niun¬ 
ber  shall  surrender  the  certificate  in  a 
manner  prescribed  by  the  issuing  au¬ 
thority  within  15  days  after  it  becomes 
invalid  under  paragraph  (b),  (c),  or  (d) 
of  9  170.77. 

§  170.33  Removal  of  number. 

The  person  whose  name  appears  on  a 
certificate  of  number  as  the  owner  of  a 
vessel  shall  remove  the  number  from  the 
vessel  when — 

(a)  The  vessel  is  documented  by  the 
Coast  Guard; 

(b)  The  certificate  of  number  is  in¬ 
valid  under  paragraph  (c)  of  9  170.77; 
or 

(c)  The  vessel  is  no  longer  principally 
used  in  the  State  where  the  certificate 
was  issued. 
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§  170.35  Coast  Guard  validation  sticker. 

No  person  may  use  a  vessel  except  a 
vessel  exempted  by  9  170.13  that  has  a 
number  issued  by  the  Cocust  Guard  unless 
it  has  the  validation  stickers  issued  with 
the  certificate  of  number  displayed 
within  3  inches  aft  of  the  number  and 
in  line  with  the  number. 

Subpart  C — Casualty  and  Accident 
Reporting 

§  170.51  Applicability. 

(a)  This  subpart  applies  to  each  ves¬ 
sel  use<i  on  waters  subject  to  the  Juris> 
diction  of  the  United  States  and  on  the 
high  seas  beyond  the  territorial  seas  for 
vessels  owned  in  the  United  States  that — 

(1)  Is  used  by  its  operator  for  recrea¬ 
tional  purposes;  or 

(2)  Is  requlr^  to  be  numbered  imder 
this  part. 

(b)  This  subpart  does  not  apply  to  a 
vessel  required  to  have  a  certificate  of 
inspection  under  this  chapter. 

§  170.53  Immediate  notification  of 
death  or  di.«appearance. 

(a)  When,  as  a  result  of  an  occurrence 
that  Involves  a  vessel  or  its  equipment, 
a  person  dies  or  disappears  from  a  ves¬ 
sel,  the  operator  shall,  without  delay,  by 
the  quickest  means  available,  notify  the 
nearest  reporting  authority  listed  in  Ap¬ 
pendix  A  of  this  part  of — 

(1)  The  date,  time,  and  exact  location 
of  the  occurrence; 

(2)  The  name  of  each  person  who  died 
or  disappeared: 

(3)  The  number  and  name  of  the  ves¬ 
sel;  and 

(4)  The  names  and  addresses  of  the 
owner  and  operator. 

(b)  When  the  operator  of  a  vessel  can¬ 
not  give  the  notice  required  by  para¬ 
graph  (a)  of  this  section,  each  person  on 
board  the  vessel  shall  notify  the  casualty 
reporting  authority  or  determine  that  the 
notice  has  been  given. 

§  170.55  Report  of  caoualty  or  accident. 

(a)  The  operator  of  a  vessel  shall  sub¬ 
mit  the  casualty  or  accident  report  pre¬ 
scribed  in  9  170.57  to  the  reporting  au¬ 
thority  prescribed  in  9  170.59  when,  as 
a  result  of  an  occurrence  that  Involves 
the  vessel  or  its  equipment — 

(1)  A  person  dies; 

(2)  A  person  loses  consciousness  or 
receives  medical  treatment  or  is  dis¬ 
abled  for  more  than  24  hours; 

(3)  I)amage  to  the  vessel  and  other 
property  damage  totals  more  than  $100; 
or 

(4)  A  person  disappears  from  the 
vessel  under  circumstances  that  indicate 
death  or  injury. 

(b)  A  report  required  by  this  section 
must  be  made — 

(1)  Within  48  hours  of  the  occurrence 
if  a  person  dies  within  24  hours  of  the 
occurrence; 

(2)  Within  48  hours  of  the  occur¬ 
rence  if  a  person  loses  consciousness  or 
receives  medical  treatment  or  is  dis¬ 
abled  for  more  than  24  hours  or  dis¬ 
appears  from  a  vessel;  and 

(3)  Within  5  days  of  the  occurrence 
or  death  if  an  earlier  report  is  not  re¬ 
quired  by  this  paragraph. 
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(c)  When  the  operator  of  a  vessel 
cannot  submit  the  casualty  or  accident 
report  required  by  paragraph  (a)  of  this 
sectitm,  the  owner  shall  submit  the 
casualty  or  accident  report. 

§  170.57  Casualty  or  accident  report. 

Each  report  required  by  S  170.55  must 
be  in  writing,  dated  upon  completion, 
and  signed  by  the  person  who  prepared 
it  and  must  contain,  if  available,  at  least 
the  following  information  about  the 
casualty  or  accident: 

(a)  The  niunbers  and  names  of  each 
vessel  involved. 

(b)  The  name  and  address  of  each 
owner  of  each  vessel  Involved. 

(c)  The  name  of  the  nearest  city  or 
town,  the  county,  the  State,  and  the 
body  of  water. 

(d)  The  time  and  date  of  the  casualty 
or  accident  occurred. 

(e'  Hie  locatiMi  on  the  water. 

(f)  The  visibility,  weather,  and  wa¬ 
ter  conditions. 

(g)  The  estimated  air  and  water 
temperatures. 

(h)  The  name,  aiddress,  age  or  date  of 
birth,  telephone  number,  vessel  operat¬ 
ing  experience,  and  boating  safety 
training  of  the  operator  making  the 
report. 

(i)  The  name  and  address  of  each 
operator  of  each  vessel  involved. 

(j)  The  number  of  persons  on  board 
or  towed  on  skis  by  each  vessel. 

(k)  The  name,  address,  and  date  of 
birth  of  each  person  injured  or  killed. 

(l)  The  cause  of  each  death. 

(m)  Weather  forecasts  available  to, 
and  weather  reports  used  by,  the  (w>- 
erator  before  and  during  the  use  of  the 
vessel. 

(n)  The  name  and  address  of  each 
owner  of  property  Involved. 

(o)  The  avsdlability  and  use  of  per¬ 
sonal  flotation  devices. 

(p)  The  tsrpe  and  amoimt  of  each 
Are  extinguisher  used. 

(q)  The  nature  and  extent  of  each 
injury. 

(r)  A  description  of  all  property  dam¬ 
age  and  vessel  damage  with  an  esti¬ 
mate  of  the  cost  of  all  repairs. 

(s)  A  description  of  each  equipment 
failure  that  caused  or  contributed  to  the 
cause  of  the  casualty. 

(t)  A  description  of  the  vessel  casualty 
or  accident. 

(u)  The  type  of  vessel  operation 
(cruising,  drifting.  Ashing,  himting,  or 
other),  and  the  type  of  accident  (cap¬ 
sizing,  sinking,  fire,  or  explosion  or 
other) . 

(V)  The  opinion  of  the  person  making 
the  report  as  to  the  cause  of  the  casualty. 

(w)  The  make,  model,  type  (open, 
cabin,  house,  or  other),  beam  width  at 
widest  point,  length,  depth  from  transom 
to  keel,  horsepower,  propulsion  (out¬ 
board,  inboard,  inboard  outdrive,  sail,  or 
other),  fuel  (gas,  diesel,  or  other),  con¬ 
struction  (wood,  steel,  aluminum,  plastic, 
fiberglass,  or  other) ,  and  year  built 
(model  year),  of  the  reporting  operator’s 
vessel. 

(X)  The  name,  address,  and  telephone 
number  of  each  witness. 


(y)  The  manufacturer’s  hull  identifi¬ 
cation  number,  if  any,  of  the  reporting 
operator’s  vessel. 

(z)  The  name,  address,  and  telephone 
niunber  of  the  person  submitting  the 
report. 

§  170.59  Where  to  report. 

A  report  reqtiired  by  S  170.55  must  be 
submitted  to — 

(a)  The  reporting  authority  listed  in 
Appendix  A  of  this  part  where  the  ves¬ 
sel  number  was  issued  or,  if  the  vessel 
has  no  number,  where  the  vessel  is  prin¬ 
cipally  used;  or 

(b)  The  reporting  authority  where  the 
casualty  or  accident  occurred,  if  it  oc¬ 
curred  outside  the  State  where  the  ves¬ 
sel  is  numbered  or  principally  used. 

Subpart  D — Issue  of  Certificate  of 
Number 

§  170.71  Application  for  certificate  of 
number. 

Any  person  who  is  the  owner  of  a  ves¬ 
sel  to  which  §  170.11  applies  may  apply 
for  a  certificate  of  numter  for  that  ves¬ 
sel  by  submitting  to  the  issuing  authority, 
listed  in  Appendix  A  of  this  part,  where 
the  vessel  will  principally  be  used — 

(a)  An  application  on  a  form  and  in  a 
manner  prescribed  by  the  issuing  au¬ 
thority;  and 

(b)  The  fee  required  by  the  issuing 
authority. 

§  170.73  Duplicate  certificate  of  num¬ 
ber. 

If  a  certificate  of  number  is  lost  or 
destroyed,  the  person  whose  name  ap¬ 
pears  on  Uie  certificate  as  the  owner  may 
apply  for  a  duplicate  certificate  by  sub-~ 
mitting  to  the  issuing  authority  that  is¬ 
sued  the  certificate — 

(a)  An  application  on  a  form  or  in  a 
manner  prescribed  or  the  issuing  author¬ 
ity;  and 

(b)  The  fee  required  by  the  issuing  au¬ 
thority,  if  any. 

§  170.75  Temporary  certificate. 

A  temporary  certificate  valid  for  not 
more  than  60  days  after  it  is  issued  may 
be  issued  by  an  issuing  authority  pend¬ 
ing  the  issue  of  a  certificate  of  number. 
A  temporary  certificate  is  not  valid  after 
the  date  that  the  owner  receives  the  cer¬ 
tificate  of  number  from  the  issuing 
authority. 

§  170.77  Validity  of  certificate  of  num¬ 
ber. 

(a)  Except  as  provided  in  paragraphs 
(b),  (c),  and  (d)  of  this  section,  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  number  is  valid  imtil  the  date 
of  expiration  prescribed  by  the  issuing 
authority. 

(b)  A  certificate  of  number  issued  by 
an  issuing  authority  is  invalid  after  the 
date  upon  which — 

(1)  The  vessel  is  dociunented  or  re¬ 
quired  to  be  documented  under  Part  67 
of  this  chapter; 

(2)  The  person  whose  name  appears 
on  the  certificate  of  number  as  owner 
of  the  vessel  transfers  all  of  his  owner¬ 
ship  in  the  vessel;  or 

(3)  The  ve.ssel  is  destroyed  or  aban¬ 
doned. 


(c)  A  certificate  of  number  issued  by 
an  issuing  authority  is  invalid  if — 

(1)  The  application  for  the  certificate 
of  number  contains  a  false  or  fraudulent 
statement;  or 

(2)  The  fees  for  the  issuance  of  the 
certificate  of  number  are  not  paid. 

(d)  A  certificate  of  number  is  invalid 
60  days  after  the  day  on  which  the  ves¬ 
sel  is  no  longer  principally  used  in  the 
State  where  the  certificate  was  issued. 

§  170.79  Expiration  of  Coast  Guard  cer¬ 
tificate  of  number. 

A  certificate  of  number  issued  by  the 
Coast  Guard  expires  3  years  from  the 
date  it  is  issued. 

§  170.81  Coast  Guard  forms  for  num¬ 
bering  and  casualty  reporting. 

(a)  In  a  State  where  the  Coast  Guard 
is  the  issuing  authority,  the  following 
Coast  Guard  forms  must  be  used: 

(1)  Each  application  for  a  certificate 
of  number  or  renewal  must  be  made  on 
two-part  Form  CG-3876  and  3876A,  Ap¬ 
plication  for  Number  and  Temporary 
Certificate. 

(2)  Each  notiflactlon  required  by 
§  170.29(b)  must  be  made  on  Form  CG- 
2921,  Notification  of  Change  in  Status  of 
Vessel. 

(3)  Each  notification  required  by 
§  170.29(a)  must  be  made  on  Form  CG- 
3920,  Change  of  Address  Notice. 

(4)  Each  notification  required  by 
§  170.29(c)  must  be  made  in  writing. 

(5)  Each  application  for  a  duplicate 
certificate  of  number  must  be  made  on 
two-part  Form  CG-3919  and  CG-3919A, 
Application  for  Duplicate  Certificate  of 
Number  and  Temporary  Duplicate 
Certificate. 

(6)  Each  vessel  casualty  required  to  be 
reported  by  §  170.55  must  be  made  on 
Form  CG-3865. 

(b)  Each  surrender  of  a  certificate  of 
number  required  by  §  170.31  may  be 
made  in  any  form  but  must  contain  a 
written  statement  as  to  why  the  cer¬ 
tificate  is  being  surrendered. 

§  170.83  .Availability  of  Coast  Guard 
forms. 

In  a  State  where  the  Coast  Guard  is 
the  issuing  authority,  forms  required  by 
§  170.81  are  available  at  all  manned  Coast 
Guard  shore  units,  except  light  and  loran 
stations  and,  except  for  Form  CG-3865, 
at  all  first-  and  second-class  and  some 
third-  and  fourth-class  post  offices. 

§  170.85  Coast  Guard  fees. 

(a)  In  a  State  where  the  Coast  Guard  ’ 
is  the  issuing  authority  the  fees  for  num¬ 
bering  are — 

(1)  Original  number  and  two  valida¬ 
tion  stickers — $6; 

(2)  Renewal  of  number  and  two  vali¬ 
dation  stickers — $6; 

(3)  Duplicate  certificate  of  number — 
$1;  and 

(4)  Replacement  of  lost  or  destroyed 
validation  sticker — $0.25  each. 

(b)  Fees  must  be  paid  by  check  or 
money  order  made  payable  to  the  “U.S. 
Coast  Guard,”  except  when  the  applica¬ 
tion  is  made  in  person  by  the  owner,  the 
fee  may  be  paid  in  cash. 
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ISSUING  AUTHOHmXS  AND  EZPOITINO 
AUTHORITIX3 


(a)  Tbe  State  Is  tUe  lesiilng  authority  and 
reporting  authority  In: 


Stats 
Alabama — AL. 
Arizona — AZ. 
Arkansas — AR. 
California— CF. 
Colorado — CL. 
Connecticut — CT. 
Delaware — ^DL. 
Florida — ^PL. 
Georgia — OA. 
Hawaii— HA. 

Idaho — ID. 

Illinois — IL. 

Indiana — IN. 

Iowa — lA. 

Kansas — KA. 
Kentucky — ^KY. 
Louisiana — ^LA. 
Maine — ^ME. 
Maryland — MD. 
Massachusetts — MS. 
Michigan — ^MC. 
Minnesota — MN. 
Mississippi — MI. 
Missouri — MO. 
Montana — MT. 


Stat* 

Nebraska — ^NB. 
Nevada — NV, 

New  Jersey — NJ. 

New  Mexico — NM. 
New  York— NY. 
North  Carolina — ^NC. 
North  Dakota— ND. 
Ohio— OH. 
Oklahoma — OK. 
Oregon — OR. 
Pennsylvania — PA. 
Puerto  Rico — PR. 
Rhode  Island — RI. 
South  Carolina — SC. 
South  Dakota — SD. 
Tennessee— TN. 
Texas — TX. 

Utah— UT. 

Vermont — ^VT. 
Virginia— VA. 

Virgin  Islands — VI. 
West  Virginia — ^WV. 
Wisconsin — ^WS. 
Wyoming — WY. 


(b)  The  Coast  Guard  Is  the  Issuing  author¬ 
ity  and  reporting  authority  In: 


State 
Alaska — ^AK. 
American 
Samoa — AS. 
District  of  Colum¬ 
bia— DC. 


State 
Guam — GM. 

New  Hampshire — ^NH 
Washington — ^WN. 


(c)  The  abbreviations  following  the  names 
of  the  States  listed  In  paragraphs  (a)  and 
(b)  are  the  two  capital  letters  that  must  be 
us^  In  the  number  format  to  denote  the 
State  of  principal  use  as  prescribed  In 
S  171.29. 


PART  171— STATE  NUMBERING  AND 
CASUALTY  REPORTING  SYSTEMS  ‘ 

Subpart  A — General 

171.1  Applicability. 

171.3  Definitions. 

171.5  Requirements  for  approval. 

171.7  Approval  procedure. 

Subpart  B — Numbering  System  Requirements 

171.11  Applicability  of  state  numbering 
system. 

171.13  Owner  or  operator>requlrement8. 

171.16  Validation  stickers. 

171.17  Contents  of  application  for  certifi¬ 

cate  of  number. 

171.19  Contents  of  a  certificate  of  number. 
171.21  Contents  of  temporary  certificate. 
171.23  Form  of  number. 

171.25  Size  of  certificate  of  number. 

171.27  Duration  of  certificate  of  number. 
171.29  Temporary  certificate  of  number. 
171.31  Terms  and  conditions  for  number¬ 
ing  vessels. 

Subpart  C — Caswally  Reporting  System 
Requirements 

171.101  Applicability  of  state  casualty  re¬ 
porting  system. 

171.103  Administration. 

171.106  Owner  or  operator  casualty  report¬ 

ing  requirements. 

171.107  Contents  of  casualty  or  accident 

report. 

Sebpart  D— -Slate  Report* 

171.121  Forwarding  of  casualty  or  accident 
reports. 


Sec. 

171.123  Annual  report  of  numbered  vessels. 
171.136  Coast  Guard  address. 

Authositt:  The  provisions  of  this  Part  171 
Issued  under  sec.  18  and  37  the  Federal 
Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971.  Public  Law  92-75,  85 
Stat.  213,  220,  227  (Aug.  10,  1971);  49  CFR 
1.46(0)  (1)  (36  F.B.  19593). 

Subpart  A — General 
§  171.1  Applicability. 

This  part  establishes  a  standard  num¬ 
bering  system  for  vessels  and  a  uniform 
vessel  casualty  reporting  system  for  ves¬ 
sels  by  prescribing  requirements  applica¬ 
ble  to  the  States  for  the  approval  of 
State  numbering  systems. 

§  171.3  Deflnitions. 

As  used  in  this  part: 

(a)  “Act”  means  the  Federal  Boat 
Safety  Act  of  1971  Public  Law  92-75,  85 
Stat.  213. 

(b)  “Operator”  means  the  person  who 
is  in  control  or  in  charge  of  a  vessel  while 
it  is  in  use. 

(c)  “Owner”  means  a  person  who 
claims  lawful  possession  of  a  vessel  by 
virtue  of  legal  title  or  equitable  interest 
therein  which  entitles  him  to  such 
possession. 

(d)  “Reporting  authority”  means  a 
State  where  a  numbering  system  has 
been  approved  by  the  Coast  Guard  or  the 
Coast  Guard  where  a  numbering  system 
has  not  been  approved.  Reporting  au¬ 
thorities  are  list^  in  Appendix  A  of  Part 
170  of  this  chapter. 

§171.5  Requirements  for  approval. 

The  Commandant  approves  a  State 
numbering  system  if  he  finds,  after  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  information  submitted 
by  a  State,  that  the  State  numbering  sys¬ 
tem  and  vessel  casualty  reporting  system 
meet  the  requirements  in  this  part  and 
the  provisions  of  sections  18  through  24 
and  section  37  of  the  Act  relating  to  num¬ 
bering  and  casualty  reporting. 

§  171.7  Approval  procedure. 

To  obtain  approval  by  the  Comman¬ 
dant  of  a  niunbering  system  or  of  any 
revision  to  a  numbering  ssrstem,  an 
authorized  representative  of  the  State 
must  submit  three  copies  of  the  State 
laws,  regulations,  forms,  and  policy  state¬ 
ments,  if  any,  that  pertain  to  the  num¬ 
bering  system  or  revision  to  UB.  Coast 
Guard  (BL/62) ,  400  Seventh  Street  SW., 
Washington,  DC  20590. 

Subpart  B — Numbering  System 
Requirements 

§  171.11  ApfdicabilUy  of  State  number 
■yatem. 

(a)  Except  as  allowed  In  paragraph 
(c)  of  this  section,  a  State  munbering 
system  must  require  the  numbering  of 
vessels  to  which  S  170.11  of  this  chapter 
applies. 

(b)  A  State  numbering  system  may  re¬ 
quire  the  niunbering  of  any  vessel  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  State  un¬ 
less  prohibited  by  the  regulations  in  Part 
170  of  this  chapter. 

*(c)  A  State  numbering  S3rstem  may  ex¬ 
empt  from  Its  numbering  requirements 
any  vessel  or  class  of  vessels  to  which 
S  170.13  of  this  chapter  applies. 
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§  171.13  Owner  or  operator  require¬ 
ment*. 

A  State  numbering  S3rstem  must  con¬ 
tain  the  requirements  applicable  to  an 
owner  or  a  person  operating  a  vessel  that 
are  prescribed  in  the  following  sections 
of  Part  170  of  this  chapter: 

(a)  Paragraph  (a)  of  { 170.15  Vessel 
number  required. 

(b)  Section  170.19  Other  numbers  pro¬ 
hibited. 

(c)  Paragraph  (a)  of  S  170ai  Certificate 
of  number  required. 

(d)  Section  170.23  Inspection  of  certifi¬ 
cate. 

(e)  Section  170.25^  Location  of  certificate 

of  number.  ' 

(f)  Section  170.29  Notification  to  Issuing 
authority. 

(g)  Section  170.31  Surrender  of  certifi¬ 
cate  of  number. 

(h)  Section  170.33  Removal  of  number. 

(I)  Section  170.71  Application  for  certifi¬ 
cate  of  number. 

(J)  Section  170.73  Duplicate  certificate  of 
number. 

§  171.15  Validation  stickers. 

(a)  If  a  State  issues  validation 
stickers,  its  numbering  system  must  con¬ 
tain  the  requirements  that  stickers  must 
be  displayed  aft  of  the  number  and  the 
stickers  must  meet  the  requirements  in 
paragraphs  (b)  and  (c)  of  this  section. 

(b)  Validation  stickers  must  be  ap¬ 
proximately  3  inches  square. 

(c)  The  year  in  which  each  validation 
sticker  expires  must  be  indicated  by  the 
colors  blue,  international  orange,  green, 
and  red,  in  rotation  beginning  with  blue 
for  stickers  that  expire  in  1973. 

§  171.17  Contenta  of  applicalion  for  cer¬ 
tificate  of  number. 

(а)  Each  form  for  application  for  a 
certificate  of  number  must  ccmtahi  the 
following  information : 

(1)  Name  of  the  owner. 

(2)  Address  of  the  owner,  Including 
ZIP  code. 

-  (3)  Date  of  birth  of  the  owner. 

(4)  Citizenship  of  the  owner. 

(5)  State  in  which  vessel  is  or  will  be 
principally  used. 

(б)  The  niunber  previously  issued  by 
an  issuing  authmi^  for  the  vessel,  if 
any. 

(7)  Whether  the  application  is  for  a 
new  number,  rmewal  of  a  number,  or 
transfer  of  ownership. 

(8)  Whether  the  vessel  is  used  for 
pleasure,  rent  or  lease,  dealer  or  manu¬ 
facturer  demonstration,  commercial 
passenger  carrying,  commercial  fishing, 
or  other  commercial  use. 

(9)  Make  of  vessel. 

(10)  Year  vessel  was  manufactured. 

(11)  Manufacturer’s  hull  identiflk:a- 
tion  number,  if  any. 

( 12)  Overall  length  of  vessel. 

(13)  Type  of  vessel  (open,  cabin, 
house,  or  other) . 

(14)  Whether  the  hull  is  wood,  steel, 
aluminum,  fiberglass,  plastic,  or  other. 

(15)  Whether  the  propulsion  is  in¬ 
board,  outboard,  inboard-outdrive,  or 
sail  and  name  of  aigine  manufacturer  if 
available. 

(16)  Whether  the  fuel  is  gasoline,  die¬ 
sel,  or  other. 

(17)  The  signature  of  the  owner. 
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(b)  Length  of  vessel. 

(c)  Type  of  propulsion. 

(d)  State  in  which  vessel  is  princi¬ 
pally  used. 

(e)  Name  of  owner. 

(f)  Address  of  owner,  Including  zip 
code. 

(g)  Signature  of  owner. 

(h)  Date  of  Issuance. 

(i)  Notice  to  the  owner  that  the  tem¬ 
porary  certificate  is  invalid  after  60  days 
from  the  date  of  issuance. 

§  171.23  Form  of  number. 

(a)  Each  number  must  consist  of  two 
capital  letters  denoting  the  State  of  the 
issuing  authority,  as  specified  in  Appen¬ 
dix  A  of  Part  170  of  this  chapter,  fol¬ 
lowed  by — 

(1)  Not  more  than  four  numerals  fol¬ 
lowed  by  not  more  than  two  capital 
letters  (NH  1234  BD) ;  or 

(2)  Not  more  than  three  numerals 
followed  by  not  more  than  three  capital 
letters  (WN  567  EPG). 

(b)  A  number  suffix  must  not  include 
the  letters  “I,”  “O,”  or  “Q,”  which  letters 
may  be  mist^en  for  numerals. 

§  171.25  Size  of  rertifirate  of  number. 

Each  certificate  of  niunber  must  be 
approximately  2V^  by  inches. 

§  171.27  Duration  of  eerlifieate  of  num¬ 
ber. 

A  certificate  of  number  must  not  be 
valid  for  more  than  3  years. 

§  171.29  Temporary  certificate  of  num¬ 
ber. 

A  State  may  issue  a  temporary  certifi¬ 
cate  of  number  that  is  effective  for  not 
more  than  60  days. 

§  171.31  Terms  and  conditions  for  ves¬ 
sel  numbering. 

A  State  niunbering  system  may  condi¬ 
tion  the  issuance  of  a  certificate  of  num¬ 
ber  on — 

(a)  Title  to,  or  other  proof  of  owner¬ 
ship  of  a  vessel  except  a  recreational- 
type  public  vessel  of  the  United  States; 
or 

(b)  The  payment  of  State  or  local 
taxes,  except  for  a  recreational-type  pub¬ 
lic  vessel  of  the  United  States. 

Subpart  C — Casualty  Reporting 
System  Requirements 

§  171.101  Applicability  of  State  casualty 
reporting  system.  - 


(c)  Reviews  accident  and  casualty  re¬ 
ports  to  asstire  accuracy  and  complete¬ 
ness  of  reporting; 

(d)  Determines  the  cause  of  casual¬ 
ties  and  accidents  reported; 

(e)  Notifies  the  Coast  Guard,  in  writ¬ 
ing,  when  a  problem  area  in  boating 
safety  peculiar  to  the  State  is  deter¬ 
mined,  together  with  corrective  measures 
instituted  or  recommended;  and 

(f)  Reports  on  vessel  numbering  and 
vessel  casualties  and  accidents  as  re¬ 
quired  in  Subpart  D  of  this  part. 

§  171.105  Owner  or  operator  cuKually 
reporting  requirements. 

A  State  vessel  casualty  reporting  sys¬ 
tem  must  contain  the  following  require¬ 
ments  of  Part  170  of  this  chapter  appli¬ 
cable  to  an  owner  or  a  person  operating 
a  vessel: 

(a)  Section  170.55  Report  of  casualty  or 
accident. 

(b)  Section  170.59  Where  to  report. 

(c)  Section  170.53  Immediate  notification 
of  death  or  disappearance. 

(d)  Section  170.57  Casualty  or  accident 
report. 

(e)  Section  170.61  Rendering  of  assist¬ 
ance  in  casualties. 

§  171.107  Contents  of  casualty  or  acci¬ 
dent  report  form. 

Each  form  for  reporting  a  vessel  casu¬ 
alty  or  accident  must  contain  the  infor¬ 
mation  required  in  §  170.57  of  this 
chapter. 

Subpart  D — State  Reports 

§  171.121  Forwarding  of  casualty  or  ac¬ 
cident  reports. 

Within  30  days  of  the  receipt  of  a 
casualty  or  accident  report,  each  State 
that  has  an  approved  numbering  system 
must  forward  a  copy  of  that  report  to 
the  Commander  of  the  Coast  Guard  Dis¬ 
trict  in  which  the  State  Capitol  is  located, 
except  that  Ohio  and  Minnesota  must 
forward  reports  to  the  Commander, 
Ninth  Coast  Guard  District,  and  Ver¬ 
mont  to  the  Commander,  Third  Coast 
Guard  District. 

§  171.123  Annual  report  of  numbered 
vessels. 

Before  March  1  of  each  year,  each 
State  that  has  an  approved  numbering 
system  must  prepare  and  submit  Coast 
Guard  Form  CGHQ-3923,  Report  of  Cer¬ 
tificates  of  Number  Issued  to  Boats,  to 
the  Coast  Guard. 


(b)  An  application  made  by  a  manu¬ 
facturer  or  dealer  for  a  number  that  is 
to  be  temporarily  affixed  to  a  vessel  for 
demonstration  or  test  purposes  may 
omit  items  9  through  16  of  paragraph 

(a)  of  this  section. 

(c)  An  application  made  by  a  person 
who  intends  to  lease  or  rent  the  vessel 
without  propulsion  machinery  may  omit 
items  15  and  16  of  paragraph  (a)  of  this 
section. 

§  171.19  Contents  of  a  eerlifieate  of 
number. 

(a)  Except  as  allowed  in  paragraph 

(b)  of  this  section,  each  certificate  of 
number  must  contain  the  following 
information: 

(1)  Number  Issued  to  the  vessel. 

(2)  Expiration  date  of  the  certificate. 

(3)  State  of  principal  use. 

(4)  Name  of  the  owner. 

(5)  Address  of  owner,  including  zip 
code. 

(6)  Whether  the  vessel  is  used  for 
plesusure,  rent  or  lease,  dealer  or  manu¬ 
facturer  demonstration,  commercial 
passenger  carrying,  commercial  fishing 
or  other  commercial  use. 

(7)  Manufacturer’s  hull  identification 
number  (if  any). 

(8)  Make  of  vessel. 

(9)  Year  vessel  was  manufactured. 

(10)  Overall  length  of  vessel. 

(11)  Whether  the  vessel  is  an  open 
boat,  cabin  cruiser,  houseboat,  or  o^er 
type. 

(12)  Hull  material. 

(13)  Whether  the  propulsion  is  in¬ 
board,  outboard,  inboard-outdrive,  or 
sail. 

(14)  Whether  the  fuel  is  gasoline,  dei- 
sel,  or  other. 

(15)  A  quotation  of  the  State  regula¬ 
tions  pertaining  to  change  of  ownership 
or  address;  documentation,  loss,  destruc¬ 
tion,  abandonment,  theft,  or  recovery  of 
vess^;  carriage  of  tiie  certificate  of  num¬ 
ber  on  board  when  vessel  is  in  use;  ren¬ 
dering  aid  in  a  boat  accident;  and  re¬ 
porting  of  vessel  casualties  and  accidents. 

(b)  A  certificate  of  number  issued  to 
a  vessel  that  has  a  manufacturer’s  hull 
identification  number  assigned,  may 
omit  Items  8  through  14  of  paragraph 
(a)  of  this  section  if  the  manufacturer’s 
hull  identification  number  is  plainly 
marked  on  the  certificate. 

(c)  A  certificate  of  number  issued  to 
a  manufacturer  or  dealer  to  be  used  on 
a  vessel  for  test  or  demonstration  pur¬ 
poses  may  omit  items  7  through  14  of 
paragraph  (a)  of  this  section  if  the  word 
“manufacturer”  or  “dealer”  is  plainly 
marked  on  the  certificate. 

(d)  A  certificate  of  number  issued  to 
a  vessel  that  is  to  be  rented  or  leased 
without  propulsion  machinery  may  omit 
items  13  and  14  of  paragraph  (a)  of  this 
section  if  the  wor^  “livery  vessel”  are 
plainly  marked  on  the  certificate. 

§  171.21  Contents  of  temporary  certifi¬ 
cate. 

A  temporary  certificate  issued  pending 
the  Issuance  of  a  certificate  of  number 
must  contain  the  following  Information: 

(a)  Make  of  vessel. 


(a)  A  State  casualty  reporting  system 
must  require  the  reporting  of  vessel 
casualties  and  accidentc  involving  vessels 
to  which  §  170.51  of  this  chapter  applies. 

(b)  The  State  casualty  reporting  sys¬ 
tem  may  require  vessel  casualty  or  acci¬ 
dent  reports  resulting  in  property  dam¬ 
age  of  less  than  $100. 

§  171.103  Administration. 

The  State  casualty  reporting  system 
must  be  administered  by  a  State  agency 
that — 

(a)  Will  provide  for  the  reporting  of 
all  casualties  and  accidents  prescribed  by 
§  170.55  of  this  chapter. 

(b)  Receives  reports  of  vessel  casual¬ 
ties  or  accidents  required  by  S  171.101 ; 


§  171.125  Coast  Guard  address. 

The  report  required  by  §  171.123  must 
be  sent  to  U.S.  Coast  Guard  (BD/62)  400 
Seventh  Street  SW.,  Washington,  DC 
20590. 

This  proposal  is  made  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  sections  18  and  37  of  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971,  Public  Law 
92-75,  85  Stat.  213,  220,  227  (Aug.  10. 
1971);  49  CFR  1.46(0)  (1)  (36  F.R. 

19593). 

Dated:  April  9.  1972. 

A.  C.  Wagner, 

Rear  Admiral.  U.S.  Coast  Guard, 
Chief.  Office  of  Boating  Safety. 
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functions  of  the  agencies  in  the 
legislative,  judicial,  and  executive 
branches. 

Most  agency  statements  include 
new  “Sources  of  Information” 
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to  contact  for  information  on 
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•  Environmental  programs 

•  Government  contracts 
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•  Services  to  small  businesses 

•  Availability  of  speakers  and 
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civic  groups 

This  handbook  is  an  indispensable 
reference  tool  for  teachers,  students, 
librarians,  researchers,  businessmen, 
and  lawyers  who  need  current 
official  information  about  the 
U.S.  Government. 
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